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without the slightest difficulty and by means the most honourable
and non-violent.
THE FORTHCOMING MEETING
But all depends on the forthcoming meeting. It is to be a
meeting not only of the A.I.C.C. but of representatives of all Prov-
incial Committees and Associations. I hope that there will be a
generous response on the part of these representatives to Maulana
Mahomed All's invitation. The joint meeting will have to decide
not only the question of healing the breach in the Congress itself
but also of inducing other distinguished leaders to join the
Congress. The meeting has also to frame an effective policy in
answer to the Bengal repression. Whatever our differences as to
the method of reaching our goal, there are no two opinions about
the desirability of ending the exercise of arbitrary powers.
There is no freedom for India so long as one man, no matter
how highly placed he may be, holds in the hollow of his hands
the life, property and honour of millions of human beings. It is
an artificial, unnatural and uncivilized institution. The end of
it is an essential preliminary to sWaraj.
OUR HELPLESSNESS
This is apparent. We seem to have lost all power beyond
passing resolutions. But if we could all unite on the constructive
programme, it will by itself be a step towards regaining self-confi-
dence and power of action. It must be clear to everyone that
if Hindus and Mussalmans regain their senses, if Hindus treat
untouchables as their brothers and if we have so popularized
spinning and khaddar as to be within easy reach of exclusion of
foreign cloth, we should not need to do any more to command
attention to our will. What is more we should need neither secret
societies for the promotion of violence nor open non-violent dis-
obedience. Such a desirable consummation can be effected only
by united, determined and ceaseless pursuit of the constructive
programme. That, therefore, is my method of effective reply
to the volcanic eruption of repression or the chronic and helpless
subordination of a whole nation.
OTHER THINGS?
Mr. Andrews drew my attention even during my fast to a,
note in the Modern Review expressing surprise at the omission from
the constructive programme of the movement for abstinence from
intoxicating drinks and drugs. Other friends drew attention
much earlier to the ondission of reference to national schools, I